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Sustainable Rest Areas 

Study Goals 

 
ÅConceptualize sustainable and renewable 

actions and features to rest areas 

ÅReduce rest area operation and maintenance 

costs. 

ÅActions that will be adopted by all CDOT 

Regions 

ÅConserving finite natural resources 

ÅEvaluate carbon footprint and major sources 

ÅImprove the visitor experience in Colorado 

  



Methodology 

ÅSelected six CDOT rest areas 

ÅTeam members assigned rest areas 

ÅLiterature search of sustainable actions 

ÅDeveloped field evaluation checklists 
ï Materials and Reuse/Recycling  

ï Environment/Site Conditions  

ï Air Quality  

ï Water Quality/Usage  

ï Energy  

ï Public/Motorist/Trucking Outreach 

ÅCreated a rest area database  

ÅPerformed rest area sustainability scoring 

ÅData review and report development 



Project Rest Areas 

Å Sterling Rest Area 

ïVisitor Center/Region 4/Plains 

Å Poudre Rest Area 

ïAdjacent to Visitor Center/Region 4/Plains 

Å Vail Pass Rest Area 

ïRecreational Rest Area/Region 3/Mountain Pass Area 

Å Hanging Lake Rest Area 

ïRecreational Rest Area/Region 3/Canyon Area 

Å El Moro Rest Area 

ïBasic Services/Region 2/Plains Area 

Å Cortez Rest Area 

ïBasic Services/Region 5/Desert 
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Study Rest Areas- Site Visitation 



Vail Pass Rest Area 


